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NEW MODERATOR 


The Rev. William A. Alexander, D.D., was 
elected moderator of the 92nd General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. June 5 on the 
second ballot drawn by commissioners. 


Dr. Alexander received 140 votes on the first bal- 
lot in which four other nominees also ran. Others 
were: the Rev. J. J. Murray, D.D., pastor of the 
Lexington Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Va.; 
the Rev. Marshall Dendy, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Orlando, Fla.; the Rev. John 
McSween, D.D., pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church of Greenville, S. C.; the Rev. James L. 
Fowle, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





The moderator received 216 votes from the 438- 
commissioner body on the second ballot. He served 
as moderator of the Synod of Alabama in 1941 and 
the Synod of Louisiana in 1949, 


Dr. Alexander is the pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Shreveport, La., and is chairman 
of the standing committee on World Missions of 
the 1952 Assembly. 


His former pastorates include: 


Brownsville, Tenn.; Central Church, Mobile, 
Ala.; Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, 
Tex.; South Highland, Birmingham, Ala.; and the 
First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, N. C. 
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LETTERS 


Week Ends 
Sir: 





Born of ignorance and pleasure- 
seeking, a new expression, a new 
term in English diction, has 
swept with astonishing swiftness 
over Christendom. 


Yesterday it was not. Today, it 
is on almost all tongues. I refer to 
the word, or words, “week end.” 
Herewith I raise King Canute’s 
straw to beat it back. 


To include Sunday in having or 
speaking of “week ends” is a 
strange mixture of heathenism 
and Judaism. 


America goes away to hunt, 
fish or play, starting Friday after- 
noon if possible, if not, Saturday 
morning. They (week enders) re- 
turn between supper and mid- 
night Sunday, or later; go to 
work Monday and say they had a 
pleasant, or “lost” or otherwise 
week end. So the first day of the 
week is by them included in the 
end of the week. 


I protested to a Christian busi- 
ness man: “Sunday is not the end 
of the week. It is the beginning.”’ 


“It’s the end of the week to 
me,” he replied. “I go back to 
work Monday morning.” 


This, I repeat, is a mixture of 
Judaism and heathenism. Judaism 
is in it, for there may even be 
professing Christians who actu- 
ally believe Sunday is the seventh 
day of the week! I was in my 
teens before I discovered that I 
went to Sunday School and 


e 


church on the first day, not the 
seventh, as I had supposed. 


And heathenism is in it, for if 
the first day of the week is the 
week end, then hundreds of thou- 
sands of Americans have no 
Lord’s Day at all. I do not pause 
to discuss what inventions or de- 
clensions are the cause of this 
tragedy. But whereas we used to 
speak of the “Continental Sab- 
bath” (I saw it in Paris, with 
horror and distaste: shoes and 
garments being fitted in shops 
open to the streets, boat races on 
the Seine), except for its open 
mercantile shops, the ‘“Conti- 
nental Sunday” and worse is now 
the United States Sunday! 


(If shops are not open on the 
first day in the United States, it 
is only because the shop keepers 
and sales people have gone off on 
their week end trips). 


But it may not be too late, or 
quite hopeless, to urge real Chris- 
tians to disallow week end from 
their own vocabulary, and to re- 
peat and repeat, wherever they 
can get a hearing: “The week 
ends with Saturday night. If you 
take the first day of the week 
into your week end, you are steal- 
ing it and you will suffer the con- 
sequences, as well as missing 
God’s blessing on your body and 
spirit.” 


I believe I heard vaguely of a 
famous, horrible ‘‘Lost Week 
End” of dissipation. (A movie 
showing effects of alcohol. Ed.) 
Solemnly I state, all week ends 
are lost, that have not rest, wor- 
ship and assembling of ourselves 
together on the week’s true be- 
ginning, the first day of the week, 
the Lord’s Day. —B.R.H. 





Colossians 
By Charles R. Erdman 


God’s Word through the 
Apostle Paul imparts to us 
the profoundest truths of 
the Christian faith. A com- 
mentary such as this is an 


invaluable aid to teachers. 
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EDITORIAL 
Blessing Of Union 


The Christian Century has expressed concern 
over indications even to its liberal eyes that the 
re-united Methodist Church might be straying into 
wrong ways. See a recent article entitled, “Which 


Wav, Methodists rr, 





The editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune, whose 
eyes certainly do not have the liberal squint of the 
paper just mentioned, has also seen that the union 
of the three great Methodist bodies in this country 
has not, to put it mildly, brought all the blessings 
of the roseate predictions of its promoters. He 
writes (issue of May 2) that he personally heard 
Bishop Arthur Moore in an address at Nashville, 
Tenn., deplore the decrease in contributions to mis- 
sions, which were less that year for the united 
church than the total for the three Methodist 
churches before the re-union. 


Another “blessing” observed by this editor is the 
designation of 41 of the 52 Sundays of the year for 
a specific purpose or cause of the church program, 
“material” for the presentation of which is sent to 
Methodist pastors from “headquarters.” 


This may partially account for still another 
“blessing” of the Methodist re-union, as noted by 
The Christian Century. The end of overlapping and 
duplication of effort? On the contrary, the new 
boards and agencies have begun to “step on each 
other’s toes and get into each other’s way. In the 
confusion, laymen have been trampled on, and pas- 
tors have been almost buried under tons of bulle- 
tins, form letters, and miscellaneous ‘literature’.” 


Believe it or not, a new committee was set up 
with a budget of $60,000 a year to do something 
about this. They employed a Chicago firm of man- 
agement engineers, which may explain why this 
$60,000-a-year committee has not finished its work. 
For the surveys and investigations, reports and 
recommendations of the Chicago management ex- 
perts have reached 10 volumes and 2,593 pages! 

The Baptist Bible Tribune editor makes a com- 
ment that would probably never occur to The 
Christian Century writer: “The whole Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation: inclusive has 1,353 pages! 
Through the Bible and the Holy Spirit, God not 
only will give a church sounder advice than a Chi- 
cago management engineers firm, but He will do 


it cheaper.” —W.T.W. 


The Standards Of The World Are 
Not Those Of Our Lord— 


Which Shall We Choose? 


At its recent meeting, the General Assembly of 
the U. S. A. (Northern) Presbyterian Church 
“liberalized” its divorce laws, leaving to the dis- 
cretion of the minister the remarrying of divorced 
persons and entirely eliminating from church law 
the question of a “guilty” or “innocent” party in 
the breaking up of the marriage relationship. 


An almost identical proposal has been made by 
our own Division of Christian Relations and is now 
before our General Assembly. 


Divested of a wordy cloak, and stated frankly, 
this is simply ignoring the clear statements of our 
Lord Himself; making His commandment of none 
effect, as a concession to the sinfulness of our 
generation, 


One of the characteristics of the social life of 
America today is the frivilous attitude towards love 
and marriage on the part of a great segment of 
society. This has been fostered by the exploitation 
of sex and “love” in our modern literature and in 
the movies in particular. Many young people frank- 
ly enter into the marriage contract on a trial and 
error basis with the definite plan to terminate the 
experiment if it does not seem satisfactory. 


The result has been the gradual destruction of 
the conception of a Christian home in the minds of 
millions, while children of such temporary episodes 
are the tragic biological trophies of an unhallowed 
marital experience. 


God established the home and it should be the 
sweetest place this side of heaven. It is the God- 
ordained unit of society and the strength, or weak- 
ness, of the nation centers in the kind of homes in 
which men and women live and in which children 
are born and trained. It is not a question of wood 
or brick, of clothing and food, or of social standing; 
rather it is a question of love and fidelity, of living 
together with deference to one another and of a 
permanency of relationship, regardless of the inevit- 
able clashes of personality and individual tastes. 


Divorce in America has become a social cancer, 
eating at the very heart of our national existence. 
Some states have capitalized on this trend for their 
own financial advantage while society as a whole 
has become adjusted to a godless attitude to mar- 
riage and the resulting tragedies, not only of 
estranged husbands and wives, but also to the in- 
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nocent victims coming from these broken homes. 
In other words, divorce is now looked upon as a 
normal phase of social life and THr CHURCH Con- 
curs IN Tuis Anp Apyjusts Its THINKING AND 
Its Law, Not In Accorp WitH Gop’s CLEARLY 
Statep Law, But To Compromise WitTH Mobp- 
ERN LIFE. 


At the meeting of the U. S. A. General As- 
sembly in New York one of the speakers pled for 
“more exacting standards for church membership.” 
Then, when the question of divorce and remarriage 
came up these standards were lowered, not raised. 


No one more than a physician is aware of the 
marital problems of our generation. And, no one 
more than ministers should also be aware of the 
moral and spiritual implications involved in the 
entire question of divorce and remarriage, for on 
this particular matter the Scriptures could not be 
more specific. 


One cannot say that we are living in the New 
Testament dispensation and therefore are not under 
old Jewish law, for the specific statements with 
reference to divorce are found in the New Testa- 
ment. 


One cannot say that what we have is a misinter- 
pretation of this law by some misguided enthusiast, 
for we have the words of our Lord Himself. 


One cannot say that the quotation is an isolated 
one and therefore probably incorrect, for He clearly 
stated the facts on different occasions and under 
different circumstances. 


Unfaithfulness—adultery—destroys the marriage 
relationship and is recognized by our Lord as a 
legitimate cause for divorce. He also recognized 
the innocence of the one against whom this sin is 
committed and his or her freedom as a result. Down 
to the present time most churches have followed 
this interpretation. At the same time it is a glorious 
truth that God’s grace is sufficient to save all re- 
pentent sinners, regardless of the sins they may 
have committed. But, when the church lowers its 
own laws with reference to divorce and remarriage 
and makes them conform more nearly with worldly 
concepts and practices, rather than with the clearly 
stated law of God in the Scriptures, the net result 
will be a further lowering of the influence of the 
church in a sinful and bewildered world. 


“But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put 
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery, and whosoever shall 
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.” 


Matt. 5:32. 


“And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso- 
ever marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery.” Matt. 19:9. 


Also—Mark 10:11 and Luke 16:18. 


“‘And unto the married I command, yet not I but 
the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her hus- 
band: but and if she depart, let her remain un- 
married, or be reconciled to her husband: and let 
not the husband put away his wife.” | Cor. 7:10, 11. 


Shall we break these commandments and “teach 


men so”? 


Shall we make the law of God of none effect? 


—L.N.B. 





The Children Of The 


Covenant Need Conversion 


The first question asked of parents in presenting 
their children to God in infant baptism, according 
to our official Directory oF WorsuiP, is this: Do 
vou acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing 
blood of Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit ? 


‘ 

Our Confession and Catechisms are written on 
the assumption that God fulfills His covenant, gra- 
ciously made with His people, through the atoning 
work of Christ for us and the regenerating work 
of the Spirit in us. This regenerating work is de- 
fined as effectual calling, saving faith and repent- 
ance unto life. And in the definitions thereof con- 
version is emphatically and repeatedly included. 


Speaking to this point Pastor Pierre Ch. Marcel 
of the Reformed Church of St. Germain-en-Laye 
and of the University of Paris writes: “That is why 
it is necessary, it is indespensable for the parents and 
for the Church, whose common ministry is that of 
the covenant, to recall unceasingly to the children 
of the covenant the necessity of regeneration and of 
conversion at the same time as they present to them 
the Gospel and the grace of God. If the parents or 
the Church (what a disaster in the one case or in 
the other!) neglect to do that they are overlooking 
one of the conditions of the efficacy of the promise 
which has been made to them and to their posterity.” 
La Revue Reformee, Oct. 1950, p. 85. 


An earlier Reformed scholar, Eduard Boehl, re- 
fers to regeneration as “promised in baptism, a sin- 
cere promise on God’s part.” “God has become our 
and our children’s God in Christ and is willing to 
treat us accordingly. Yet the infant is still a sinner 
and needs to be converted. We must treat him 
neither as a deified person nor as a heathen. Original 
sin remains and we must preach to this growing 
child the law until he realizes he is a sinner, and 
the Gospel that he may come to a conscious faith in 
Christ.” The Reformed Doctrine of Justification, 
p. 225. 


From the Dutch American theology Dr. J. K. 
van Baalen warns against baptizing the children of 
the covenant on the basis that they are supposed to 
be “already born anew” and describes this as “a 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








fal 


og) 
of 

wi 
tal 
the 
the 
in 

rig 
ta 


kn 


cl: 
se 
m 


ha 
4: 


be 


ne 


al 








false supposition.” The Heritage of the Fathers, 
p. 320. 


That grand old encyclopaedia of Scottish theol- 
ogy, Principal John Macleod, says that in the case 
of the children of the covenant “their baptism can 
be regarded in the full sense a seal of their oneness 
with Christ only when the time comes that they 
take His yoke upon themselves. Then, and not till 
then, have they the righteousness of faith of which 
their baptism is a seal; and it is meant to shut them 
in to yield obedience by which they shall have the 
righteousness of faith. This being so they are to be 
taught the truths of law and Gospel, that they may 
know themselves and their need and the Lord and 
His fullness. It is only when they yield to His 
claims, taking Him as their own, and giving them- 
selves to Him, that their baptism comes to its full 
meaning.” 


John Calvin draws a distinction between the Old 
Testament seal of the covenant as applied to Abra- 
ham and as applied to Isaac. Commentary on Rom. 
4:11; and in Institutes IV. xvi. 20 speaks of infants 
being baptized unto future repentance and faith. 

For Calvin—in distinction from Horace Bush- 
nell-—the righteousness of believers in this life is 
always the righteousness of Christ imputed to them, 
and repentance is defined as conversion Institutes 
III. ii. Though given to God in infant baptism, 
Calvin himself was suddenly converted by God 
about the age of twenty-three. —Wm.C.R. 


Yes—Everything!! 





A young woman, a Christian, was recently told 
that in the matter of choosing a husband she had 
no right to seek for and expect guidance from the 
Lord, that ‘God is only concerned about the major 
affairs of this world.” To which she replied, “Why 
I thought He was interested_in even the small de- 
tails of my personal life—even the clothes that I 
wear.” 

On inquiry we were astonished to find that there 
is a wide-spread belief, even definite teaching in 
some church institutions, that we have no right to 
take our small personal problems to God; the 
argument being that He has given us minds with 
which to reason and the ability to judge and de- 
cide for ourselves and therefore, so far as matters 
of a personal nature are concerned, we are on our 
own, 


We do not know the origin of this teaching but 
we do know that it is false and that it is calculated 
to deprive Christians of one of their most precious 
privileges—a constant source of wisdom, guidance 
and help from the One Who alone knows all the 
answers and is all-powerful to bring about His 
holy will in our lives and for our personal benefit. 


One has but to study God’s Word, to revel in 
the experiences of the saints of old, to drink deep 
of the comfort and sense of God’s nearness and help 
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in the Psalms, and of the privilege of His presence 
and help in all of the New Testament to know that 
our God loves us so much that He takes a personal 
interest in anything which concerns our daily lives. 
If a Christian has missed this glorious fact he has 
missed one of the most blessed possessions of a child 


of God. 


The One with Whom we have to do has num- 
bered the hairs of our head; He notes the sparrow’s 
fall: He knows and He cares. In fact He has order- 
ed our lives and the circumstances surrounding our 
lives so that all things work together for good for 
those who love Him. 


Next to those promises having to do with eternal 
salvation we know of none more precious than— 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 


Not just some but ALL. L.N.B. 








More Care: That Our 
Literature Be Biblical 
And Confessional 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S., requires of every 
officer under solemn ordination vows the acceptance 
of the Holy Scriptures as being the Word of God 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice and of 
the Confession and Catechisms as setting forth that 
Scriptural system of doctrine. Our Book of Disci- 
pline directs the churches to set up Sunday Schools 
for the instruction of the children of the covenant 
in the Bible and the Catechisms. Our Directory for 
Worship provides that the Bible including the cate- 
chisms shall be the center of every course of instruc- 
tion. 


Yet a well-balanced student complained recently 
that he had been asked to teach a course on the Ten 
Commandments from a pamphlet issued by our 
Board in which there were explicit differences from 
and digs at the catechisms of the Church. In reply, 
he was advised to get another booklet also published 
by our Board—namely the Larger Catechisms of the 
Church—and teach the Ten Commandments from 
this official statement rather than from the above 
mentioned pamphlet. But the incident left the class 
wondering at the propriety of our Board’s pam- 
phlet in the case under discussion. 


In a Presbytery in Appalachia Synod a committee 
has drawn up a very serious indictment against the 
literature issued by our Board in the last several 
years—both as to what it says and as to what it 
leaves unsaid. One could have wished that the able 
brethren who wrote this article had stuck a little 
closer to the verbal phrasing of the Confession in 
its doctrine of the Bible, that is, “the infallible truth 
and Divine authority” of the Scriptures and “by 
this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatever 
is revealed in the Word.” The use of other terms at 
least gives ground for quibbling which often dodges 
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the main issue. But the study is ably drawn and the 
charges concern the truth of the Bible, the Person 
and Work of our blessed Redeemer, the regener- 
ation or effectual calling of the Holy Spirit, salva- 
tion by the substitutionary atonement of Christ ap- 
plied to our hearts by the Holy Spirit and received 
by faith alone, eternal punishment for the impeni- 
tent. The study goes to the bottom of the issues of 
life and death, heaven and hell, God’s way of sal- 
vation or man’s rationalizations, We are informed 
that the Presbytery had a conference over the Com- 
mittee Report and received assurances from our 
Board of a more earnest effort to conform the lit- 
erature to the Bible and the standards of the 


Church. 


A Florida Presbytery is asking the General As- 
sembly to instruct the Board along this same line. 
When the Church has erected her standards and set 
up her Boards to publish literature in conformity 
with these standards, it is incumbent upon the 
Board to carry out that program—not to modify or 
allow it to be modified by any person or group 
which may be or may be assumed to be in the saddle 
momentarily in the Church. 


The teachings set forth in the catechisms of the 
Church are the doctrine of the Church. They may 
not properly be ignored, dismissed, rejected, or dif- 
fered with under the mistaken notion that they are 
only the views of a conservative part of the Church. 
The Church has set forth her own standards and 
has established her sundry Boards to teach—not to 
modify—the doctrines of these standards. Only so 
can the Church of the living God be the pillar and 
ground of the truth. —Wnm.C.R. 





By These Things 


Men Live 
Isaiah 38:16 


It was a dark day for good King Hezekith when 
the word of the Lord containing news of his death 
was spoken by the Prophet Isaiah. In despair he 
turned his face to the wall and cried unto Jehovah; 
unto Him whose ear is ever open to the cry of the 
righteous. As the king’s prayer ascended, the word 
of the Lord was on its way to bring promise of de- 
liverance, and assurance of reprieve for the space of 
fifteen years. It was then that Hezekiah cried: 
“What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, 
and himself hath done it O Lord, by these 


things men live.” 


There would be no appreciation of the sunlight 
were there no shadows to be put to flight; no grati- 
tude for peace were it not for the strife from which 
we are delivered; no eye for the beauty of the 
artist’s colors of crimson and gold, unless first his 
brush had been dipped in darker hues. 


How often we fail to remember that the rod of 
correction is wielded by the nail-pierced hand of the 
Son of God, and that it “yieldeth the peaceable 


fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer- 
cised thereby.”” How few ever really understand 
that “faithful are the wounds of a friend.”’ We, as 
did Hezekiah, chatter “like a crane or a swallow” 
until we turn our faces toward the wall and in cry- 
ing unto the Lord learn that “by these things men 
live.” 

God used the wilderness way to teach His people 
to walk by faith, for it was in the school of adver- 
sity that they learned to lean upon His everlasting 
arm, not on the playground of prosperity. While in 
the midst of plenty men sit down to eat and rise up 
to play, there is little remembrance of God, but 
when they eat the bread and drink the waters of 
affliction and sorrows compass them about, they be- 
gin to cry unto the Lord. Were it not for the swine 
trough the prodigal might never return. 


How blessed it is to know that the wall of weep- 
ing toward which we turn our faces crumbles at the 
touch of faith, however feeble, and becomes a way 
of deliverance. ‘The dark veil of despair that en- 
shrouds the valley of the shadow is paved by the 
finger of faith, and beyond it we behold the glory 
of God, who in love delivers our souls and who 
teaches us by these things to live. —H.L.L. 





Zealous And Faithful In 
Maintaining The Truths 
Of The Gospel 


This is a phrase out of the ordination vows which 
every minister in our Church takes. We wish to lay 
upon the hearts of those ministers who are advo- 
cating union on the basis of the printed PLAN oF 
REUNION the question of whether this plan squares 
with the section cited from our ordination vow. In 
our U. S. Church we have a provision that if a min- 
ister changes his views after ordination, he will on 
his own initiative make this change known to his 
Presbytery. Our statement was used in the first 
printed PLAN or REUNION, but the U.S.A. liberals 
led by their Presbyterian Tribune opposed the pro- 
vision and so it has been eliminated from the more 
recently printed plans. Does this elimination square 
with our vow “to be zealous and faithful in main- 
taining the truths of the Gospel?” 


Again, our 1939 General Assembly unanimously 
declared that our Presbyterian ordination vows in- 
volved the acceptance of the infallible truth and 
Divine authority of Scripture, of Christ as true and 
eternal God, who became also man by being born 
of a virgin, who offered up Himself a sacrifice to 
satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to God, who 
rose from the dead with the same body with which 
He suffered, and who will come again to judge the 
world. 


This action of our 1939 Assembly has been ap- 
proved in substance by two of our subsequent As- 
semblies. But when it went before the U.S.A. As- 
sembly of 1941 under the Cedar Rapids Overture 
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it was entirely re-written by the noted U.S.A. lib- 
eral (serving as Chairman of their Committee on 
Bills and Overtures) so as not to affirm a single 
truth of the Gospel! Requests have been made to 
the Committee on Co-operation and Union indi- 
vidually, by Presbytery, by editorials to have this 
act of our Assembly incorporated in the PLAN OF 
REUNION. These requests have brought no results. 
No printed copy of the plan has included the safe- 
guard of the truths of the Gospel adopted by our 
Assembly. Earlier General Assemblies, U. S., have 
requested that our doctrinal positions be safe- 
guarded. Yet the printed plan before us has neither 
the safeguard given in our present ordination vows, 
nor that given in our Assembly’s interpretation of 
these vows. If you push a PLAN OF REUNION lack- 
ing these safeguards, are you keeping your vow fo be 
zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of 


the Gospel? —Wm. C. R. 





Rambling In Ephesians - V JI] 


Seventh Study 
Ephesians 6:10-20 


Our Wak On TuHeE BATTLEFIELD: “Be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His might”: 6:10. 
Life is a battlefield; there is no escaping this fact: 
we must fight, if we are to win. This is a spiritual 
conflict. Our enemies are not flesh and blood. The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal. The Church 
has at times made the dreadful mistake of “taking 
the sword,” the literal sword of steel, and the say- 
ing of Jesus was fulfilled; “they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword.” This is a spiritual con- 
flict, but it is very real and very fierce. 


1. “Be strong in the Lord’: how this command 
rings out in the Bible! All through the history of 
Israel from Moses down, God’s people were ex- 
horted to be strong and courageous. Why this ad- 
monition? There are three good reasons: (1) We 
are weak. Sin has weakened us, (2) Our enemies 
are powerful, and (3) God is strong. It takes all 
the grace that God can give, Simply to live, simply 
to live! We not only have to live, we have to fight. 
Our only hope of victory is the Lord, and the power 
of His might. 


2. Our Enemies. “The wiles of the devil.” “The 
trail of the serpent” is a crooked, slimy trail. His 
fiendish wisdom and sunning are manifest every- 
where—in the heart, in the home, in the church, 
among the nations. “Principalities—powers,—rulers 
of the darkness of this world, spiritual wickedness 
in high places.” Satan has a host of helpers. He is 
a powerful and shrewd leader and he has a mighty 
army back of him. Part of this army is the many 
wicked men who have yielded to his “wiles.” Part 
is the body of demons and fallen angels. Robert E. 
Lee said that the worst mistake a general could 
make was to underestimate the strength of the 
enemy. Let us realize, as Paul is trying to tell us, 
that our enemies are terribly strong. 
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3. Our Armor: “Therefore take unto you the 
whole armor of God.” The “wherefore” reminds 
us again of the strength of the enemy. The “whole 
armor’: not leaving off a single piece, for we will 
need it all. These are strange, but powerful 
weapons: 

Truth. The devil is a liar, and he and his helpers 
are trying to fill the world with lies. The radio is 
playing a large part in the “propaganda of lies.” A 
good illustration is the way the Communists are 
using this today. 

Righteousness. Sin is in every heart. Men are 
going about trying to establish their own richteous- 
ness: what men need is the righteousness of Christ, 
preached and accepted. 

Gospel of Peace. How beautiful are the feet of 
Him Who preaches peace! The world is in con- 
fusion and strife. 

The Shield of Faith. The fiery darts of the devil 
are flying thick and fact. Unbelief is the most dead- 
ly of sins. We need this shield in our day of ‘‘mod- 
ernism.”” 


Helmet of Salvation. The shield protects our 
heart; the helmet covers our head; they are vital 
parts of our body. 


The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God. If a man has the arm to wield it, and the 
skill to use it, he can venture against an angel, as 
Bunyan has one of his characters to say. This is 
our Offensive Weapon: we are to “preach the 
word.” 


Prayer: “Praying always with all prayer and sup- 
plication.”” Satan trembles, when he sees, saint or 
sinner upon his knees. ‘““On our knees” is the place 
and position of power. 

Keep Alert: “watching thereunto with all per- 
severance and supplication for all saints.” It is 
dangerous to travel on our highways unless we are 
‘fon the watch.” We have to watch ourselves, the 
man in the car ahead, the man behind us, and the 
man who is walking. Many are making shipwreck 
of their lives because they are not keeping alert 
to the dangers to their souls. 

The Book of Ephesians is a study in Christian 
fellowship. God makes this fellowship possible by 
what He has done as described for us in the first 
three chapters. In the last three chapters we are to 
make this fellowship practical by the way we walk 
in the Church, in the world, in the home, and on 
the battlefield. It seems to me that Paul is stressing 
this idea when he asks us to pray for “all saints.” 

Fellowship on the battlefield is a very close fel- 
lowship. I had a letter from a soldier the other day, 
and he mentioned his “buddy.” We are, in a very 
real sense, “buddies on the battlefield of life”: we 
need each other’s prayers. We want to be “more 
than conquerers” through Him Who loved us, the 
Captain of our salvation. 

Ephesians closes with a personal word, a beauti- 
ful prayer, and a gracious benediction. 


—I. K. P. 





The Christian’s 
Attitude Toward Sin 


By The Rev. Henry S. Schum 


PART ONE 


IN is real. Christianity is real. Both are in this 
world. The Christian is a realist in that he 
faces facts. By the very nature of Christianity, 

it is essential that the Christian know what sin is, 
and also that he have a definite attitude toward it. 


There are two brief texts for this article. The 
first is found in Psalm 119:104. “Through Thy 
precepts I get understanding. Therefore, I hate 
every false way.” The New Testament text is Ro- 
mans 12:9b. “Abhor that which is evil; cleave to 
that which is good.” 


1 make no apology for writing on this subject. 
These words appear in Hebrews 3:13, “But exhort 
one another daily while it is called today; lest any 
of vou be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. 


Sin is deceitful. You need to have it out into the 
open and to see it, to know it, to judge it for what 
it is—and then to put it away from you. There are 
inthinking people who say that it isn’t necessary 
to do all this, but I would remind you that pride 
goeth before a fall. We are to work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling. We are to take 
heed, lest there be in any of us an evil heart of 
unbelief (Heb. 3:12). 


Suppose it is flood-time. High waters have swept 
away the bridges. Then suppose you are riding 
down the road toward one of those awful places 
where a bridge is out. The night is dark, and the 
deep swirling waters are rushing by there and it 
means certain death to anyone who goes into them. 
If there is no sign, no person waving a red flag or 
a lantern, no one to stop you, you go into the water 
and perish. 


Now I’m swinging a red lantern in the path of 
destruction. You need a red lantern to make you 
stop, to look at sin and its awful consequences. I 
want you to make sure that you have the right at- 
titude about it. That’s only kindness. It’s the Holy 
love of God that will make people wave a red lan- 


tern and say, “Don’t go down that road! Stop! 
Turn back! There’s danger ahead!” 


So I want you to see this truth. You've got to 
know what sin is. You must know. You can’t af- 
ford to play ostrich about this thing and say, “Well, 
it doesn’t matter about sin. I'll just let it go by. 
I’ll live my own life.’ You can’t do it. You’ve got 
to face the fact of sin. 


OU know, we all like to go for picnics in the 
woods. The woods are beautiful, but there is 
poison ivy in the woods. Every year there are peo- 
ple who go on picnics who do not know what poison 
ivy is. They ramble around looking for flowers. 
They walk right through whole patches of poison 
ivy and don’t know it—until the next day. 
Then it is too late. 
The misery has set in. 


I’d rather hurt any time than itch. The itching 
that comes from poison ivy is about as close to hell 
as any physical ailment I know. Well, vou go to 
the doctor. He looks at you and says, ““Where have 
vou been?” “Yesterday, we went for a picnic in the 
woods,” you reply. “I thought so,” he says, “you've 
got a bad case of poison ivy.’ But friends, if you 
know what poison ivy is, and what it does, and you 
recognize that three-leaf plant, then you can keep 
away from it. 


But sin is deceitful. It is as real as poison ivy, 
but doesn’t always show itself out like poison ivy. 
You can’t say, “Well, there it is. | must keep away 
from it.”” You can’t know all about sin finally. 


There is an old saying which we’ve all heard, 
“Experience is the best teacher.”” And so we have 
folk who say, “The only way to learn about sin 
is by experience.”” Well, perhaps experience is the 
best teacher in many instances, but I submit to 
you that experience is not the only teacher. There 
are those who say, ““Well, a young man’s got to sow 
his wild oats.” “‘A girl’s got to go over fool’s hill.” 

It isn’t so. 

It is the devil’s lie. 

It is false reasoning. 


There are other teachers besides experience. You 
don’t have to commit a sin to know what sin is. Let 
me illustrate. 
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UPPOSE you get sick. You go to the drug store 
and say to the druggist, “Doctor, I’ve got the 
stomach ache. I want something to get well.” 


And the druggist says, waving toward the shelves, 
“Well now, here are the medicines. You just help 
yourself.” 


And you say, “Well, doctor, you mean that I’m 
just to help myself?” 


He says, “Yes, these bottles are all labeled. Some 
are for one ailment and some for another. Some 
contain poison, too. You will notice the poison bot- 
tles have a picture of a skull and cross-bones on 
them. But you just go ahead. They may not be 
poison. You'll just have to try several until you 
get the medicine that does help. We have to learn 
by experience, you know.” 


Well, there are people who would respond to a 
druggist that would say that. But he, and the fellow 
who would accept such a proposition would both 
be behind the bars of a state asylum in a short time. 


That you might be sure that there are other 
teachers besides experience, let me illustrate it this 
way. Fire burns. You have an open fire place in 
your home. You have a small child and want it to 
learn that fire does burn. It leaves horrible, ugly 
scars for life, sometimes, if it burns badly enough. 
A little child needs to learn this. And so, you just 
take the little thing and you say, “Now, honey, fire 
burns. I want you to know how it burns. Now I 
don’t want to do this, but I want you to learn, 
and the only way you can learn is by experience. So 
you take the little child and thrust its little hand 
into the red hot coals of fire. The little thing 
screams and it is horrible to see the tiny hand that 
is burned so awfully. 


No! You don’t do that. You say, “Only a fool, 
only a mad person, would take a little child and 
thrust its hand into burning coals of fire in order 
to teach it by experience that fire burns.’’ You 
would never do that, and friends, thinking people 
do not believe that they’ve got to sin in order to 
learn what sin is. By the grace of God, I hope that 
you'll see this truth. There are other teachers than 
experience, 


LMIGHTY God has given us His Holy Book, 

and He’s given us pastors and evangelists and 
teachers. He’s given us Christian workers. He's 
given us Churches. He’s given us the influence of 
Godly parents and homes. All of these things are 
given to teach us and to warn us and to help us 
to know that we don’t have to get into awful sin 
to learn what it is. We can be taught what it is. 
“According to the Shorter Catechism of the West 
minister Confession of Faith, sin is any want of 
conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of 


God.” 


We know that sin is anything in our lives that 
is displeasing to God. We know that Jesus is to 
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be on the throne of our hearts. He is to have first 
place, and when we say, “Jesus, | want you to step 
aside for something I want to do here in this area 
of my life, or my thinking—I’ll go to church for 
you, and I'll be good, and I'll listen to the preacher, 
and I’ll give of my money, but I want to do this 
thing.” 


That is sin. Anything which brings Jesus off the 
throne of your heart and puts yourself or your de- 
sires up there, is sin. And thus we see sin mani- 
fested openly in pride, in conceit, vanity, in forni- 
cation, in adultery, in carelessness, in gossip, and 
in so many other ways. Whenever we see sin openly 
manifested, we can know that somebody has said, 
“No” to Jesus, and “Yes” to his own personal 
desire. 


Some people say, “Well most of the great evan- 
gelists were converted from awful sinfulness.” This 
isn’t so. John and Charles Wesley were not con- 
verted from the gutter. Their father was a minister, 
and they had fine home training. Moody never 
had a long life of sin before he was converted. 
Neither did Wilbur Chapman. 


Some of the greatest Christian workers and lead- 
ers of our own time have never known a life of 
deep sin. Billy Graham, for instance, had a fine 
home and Christian training all his life. He never 
went to the dregs of sin and experienced many of 
those things which have come to others. I’m thank- 
ful that God has kept me from going down. Some- 
one says, “Oh, how wonderful God was to save 
that awful person out of the gutter of sin.” 


Now, I don’t minimize God’s grace to those who 
have been very unfortunate and have had tragic ex 
periences in deep sin. But God has been better te 
me than that, and He's been better to many of 
vou. He saved us before we got down into the 
gutter. O, thank God for His mercy! 


(Continued next week) 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Sin Of Greed 


Scripture: Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-34. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 15. 


The sin of greed, or covetousness, is certainly a very common sin. We have the reputation of being a 
‘“‘money-mad nation,” grasping and greedy, It is also true that we are a generous nation, perhaps the most 
generous in the world, both as a nation and as individuals. The other nations of the world are getting aid 
from us; when a famine threatens a country like India, we send our wheat to the people there although her 
government has been anything but friendly and co-operative; when some needy cause is presented to our 


people we respond in a splendid way. On the other 
hand, there is hardly anything that some of our 
people will not do in order to gain wealth. The 
legalized liquor traffic, the gambling rackets, the 
dope peddlers, the bank robberies, and many other 
things are a sufficient proof of the greed of a large 
part of our population. The shameful disclosures of 
graft and corruption in public affairs is additional 
evidence of our desire to get money. 


In Psalm 15 we have David’s beautiful descrip- 
tion of a “citizen of Zion.” Among other outstand- 
ing characteristics, we find these words in the last 
verse: “He that putteth not out his money to usury, 
nor taketh reward against the innocent.”” Our “loan 
sharks” and our bribe-takers are greedy people. 
This is just one form of covetousness, which is 
idolatry. Many a man who would despise, or ridi- 
cule, a heathen who bowed down to a hideous idol, 
has just as ugly a one in his own heart: the “mel- 
ican” idol, the Chinaman called it, as he held up a 
silver dollar. 


I. The Command: 
“T hou shalt not covet’: 


Exodus 20:17 


This command is divided into two commands by 
those who would make the first and second com- 
mandment. The more natural division is the one 
adopted by most Protestants, for certainly there 
seems no good reason for making two parts or com- 
mands out of it. The balance of the verse is an in- 
tegral part of the verse, specifying some particulars, 
and enlarging the scope of the command. 


The word “covet” has a good and a bad conno- 
tation. The dictionary gives these two meanings: 
(1) To have an inordinate or unlawful desire for, 
and (2) To have an eager and worthy desire for. 
It is used in both these senses in the Scripture: In 
the bad sense here in Exodus 20:17, and in a good 


sense in I Corinthians 12:31: “But covet earnestly 


the best gifts.” 


“The Tenth Commandment requireth full con- 
tentment with our own condition, with a right and 
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charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor, and 
all that is his,” and by the same reasoning, it for- 
bids all discontent, or inordinate desire for anything 
that belongs to someone else. 


This does not mean that we should be satisfied 
to remain in poverty, or obscurity, if we can rise 
to positions of greater influence or wealth. 


It does not prohibit a worthy ambition to succeed 
in life, even in material things. The sin is in allow- 
ing greed to make us use the wrong methods, and 
even injure or rob someone else. 


It is all right for a business man to desire to 
succeed in his business, to make money, but he must 
guard against any dishonest means, or a feeling of 
envy or jealousy if his competitor outstrips him. 


It is good for a man to seek office, but he must 
not use lies, misrepresentations, and bribes to win. 
He may covet, in a good sense, the position of con- 
gressman, senator, governor, or president, but he 
must “rather be right” than obtain the office. 


A great deal of the restlessness and discontent 
which is so prevalent in our modern world is due 
to covetousness. It seems to me that the basis of 
Communism is covetousness. We may camouflage 
it by calling it “democracy,” or “brotherhood,” but 
it is only another name for greed. 


II. A Story Illustrating the Command: 
Luke 12:13-31 


The occasion for this parable was the request of 
one of the company, “Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus re- 
fused to do this, and then spoke the word of warn- 
ing, “Take heed and beware of covetousness: for 
a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth.”’ 


Many people today seem to believe that “abun- 
dance of things” make life. We boast of our “high 
standard of living,” and by that we usually mean 
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the “abundance of things” which we have in Amer- 
ica: millions of cars, and radios, and television sets, 
and stores full of the finest food and clothes, ete. 
We forget about the intellectual, moral, and spirit- 
ual. John the Baptist, clothed in camel’s hair, and 
eating locusts and wild honey, never seeing a car 
or hearing a radio, had a much higher “standard of 
living” than many a modern man. Abraham, dwell- 
ing in a tent with his quiet pastoral life, lived on 
a much higher plane than many who dwell in man- 
sions today. The trouble with us is that we have a 
false standard of living. A “simple life” is often a 
nobler, sweeter, finer life, than one filled with lux- 
uries. No! “Things” do not make life; “abundance 
of things” does not mean great thinking or noble 
living. Our standard of living now, with modern 
houses and fancy foods may not be as high as that 
of our forefathers who lived in log cabins and ate 
corn bread. 


After the warning, Jesus tells His story. It is 
simple, and to the point. It is the story of a rich 
farmer who had a bountiful harvest. He was a 
foolish farmer who made some bad mistakes. 


His first mistake was in consulting only himself; 
“And he thought within himself.” He does not 
recognize God as the giver, or consult Him as to 
what he should do in the matter. He seemed to 
think that it was entirely his business. He forgot 
that he was but “a steward of the manifold grace 
of God.” This becomes clearer as we see the promi- 
nence of the personal pronoun: “my fruit,” “my 
barns,”’ “my goods,” “my soul.” It is a terrible mis- 
take to leave God out, when we plan what we 


shall do. 


His second mistake was in thinking that his soul 
could be fed on material things: “eat, drink, and 
be merry.” This is Epicurean philosophy, material- 
istic philosophy. He was confusing his soul, him- 
self, with his body, not realizing that he was far 
more than body. Many are making this same mis- 
take in our day. They are feasting their bodies and 
starving their souls; pampering their bodies and 
neglecting their souls. We are living in a material- 
istic age when most of the emphasis is being placed 
on bodily comfort and social security rather than 
soul culture and soul security. ““Much goods laid up 


for many years” is the motto of multitudes in 
America. 


His third mistake was in the matter of time, of 
years. He thought and said, “many years’: God 
said, ““Thou fool, this night.” Where would we be 
“this night,” if God would say this to us? How 
foolish for a man to think only of the few fleeting 
years he is to spend on this earth, and not think 
about the eternity he will spend somewhere! All his 
“things,” all his goods, had to be left behind for 
someone else to use, and quarrel over: he himself 
would have to meet his God, and give an account 
of his stewardship. 
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His fourth, and fatal mistake, was in laying up 
treasure for himself, and not being rich toward 
God. How could he have been “rich toward God”? 
He might have used his goods to feed the poor. He 
might have recognized God as the Giver, and been 
grateful. He might have spent more time in build- 
ing character, and less in building barns. He might 
have cultivated more fruits of the Spirit and not 
quite as much fruits of the ground. What a fatal 
mistake for any man to make! Are we making this 
mistake ? 


III. Some Timely Advice to the Disciples: 
Luke 12:22-34 


1. “Be not anxious.” It is easy to be anxious. We 
are living in a worried world. Fear and anxiety 
are the prevailing notes in our world. Christians, 
and preachers, are apt to “catch the fever” and be 
anxious and troubled about many things; about 


old age security, failing health and a thousand other 
problems. 


I do not feel that Jesus would encourage our 
wasting what we have, or not providing for the fu- 
ture. The Scripture is plain on these points. When 
we have exercised wisdom in “laying up something 
for a rainy day,” let us not be worried and anxious. 
Let us do our best and trust Him; He knows that 
we have need of these things. 

2. Put God First. Seek His kingdom, and all 
these things will be added. Fear not; have faith. | 
have been young and now am old, but I have not 
seen the righteous forsaken, or his seed begging 
bread. 

3. Be Generous. When we give to the poor, we 
are lending to the Lord. That is good security: the 
Lord never forgets to pay His debts. 


4. Lay Up Treasure In Heaven. Be content, if 


need be, with but little on earth, but invest in 
Heavenly Bonds; they pay good interest. 
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Please Replace Atter Using 


“As thy day, so shall thy strength be.” Certainly as we look unto the Lord from day to day in faith be- 
lieving, the strength we use for Him will be replaced by Him. There is no want of strength to them that 
wait upon the Lord, so as we use our energies for God’s glory, we may ask Him to replace that which has 
been used. Far too many of us weary ourselves with tasks not of God’s choosing, laboring futilely in our 
own strength rather than His, thus becoming tired of as well as tired in the work. O, that we might learn 


to wait upon the Lord, looking unto Him “who is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us!” “He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk and not faint.” 


Youth does not find strength in youth alone; 
but strength must come from God! As we burn out 
for God, He grants strength to burn on! 


Consider Elijah, the prophet of the Lord. He 
had appeared before Ahab, the King, and had de- 
nounced his sin. The people he had called to be 
assembled, and in their presence demanded that a 
choice be made between the worship of the Lord 
and the worship of Baal. With his own hands, after 
the prophets of Baal had failed to call fire down 
from heaven, he built an altar unto the Lord, and 
placed upon it the bullock he had slain. He called 
upon Jehovah and Jehovah answered by fire, until 
both sacrifice and altar were consumed in the flames. 
Then Elijah, as an avenging magistrate of the 
Lord, slew the prophets of Baal. Following this 
just though dreaded judgment upon the wicked 
prophets, Elijah ascended to the top of Mount 
Carmel, and these besought the God of Heaven 
that He might send rain upon the sun-scorched 
earth that had known neither rain nor dew for 
three and one-half years. As there came the sound 
of an abundance of rain in answer to his prayer, 
Elijah ran before the chariot of Ahab to the en- 
trance of Jezreel. Then, when word came of Jeze- 
bel’s oath to take his life before the dawning of 
another day, Elijah fled the city and traveled a day’s 
journey beyond Beer-sheba into the wilderness. How 
tired he must have been! Despairing of his life, and 
weary unto death, he came and sat down under a 
juniper tree. 


Strength and hope were gone. Elijah had ex- 
hausted every reserve in serving the Lord. And in 
that hour, an angel of the Lord came as the prophet 
lay sleeping, and said unto him, “arise and eat.” 
And as the story continues, we read, ‘““And he arose, 
and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of 
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that meat forty days and forty nights.”” That which 
he had used God more than replaced! Truly, “they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength!” 


Then that touching story in the life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—it was near the close of the day, and 


Jesus, who was man as well as God, being weary, 


sat down by Jacob’s well. The disciples left Him 
there. and went to the nearby city of Sychar to 
purchase food, for they were hungry as well as 
tired. While they were away there came a woman 
of Samaria to draw water from the well. Often, 
when we are tired and worn, we find in this rea- 
son for resting from our labors, and will not be dis- 
turbed. Not so with Jesus; for though “clean for- 
spent,’ he took time to talk with her about her 
soul. Gently and with loving hand, he drew aside 
the veil that covered her sin. Not that he might 
expose, but that He might cleanse; for such is 
ever the purpose of love that covers a multitude of 
sins! Softly and tenderly He drew her to Himself, 
until she found in Him the Messiah for which every 
soul, even in Samaria, was longing. O, tender, 
loving Saviour! Never too tired to draw the weary 
that they might find rest! 


When the disciples returned they found the Lord 
still talking with the woman by the well. They 
wondered in their hearts that He should thus speak 
with a woman of Samaria, but said not a word. 
They waited for her to be gone, and then they stood 
in His presence with the food they had secured. He 
quietly refused, and while they were puzzled by 
His refusal, said, “I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of .. . My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent me, and to finish His work.” 


Weary? Yes. But when added strength was 
needed, added strength was supplied! God will re- 
place what He uses as He works in and through us 
to do His sovereign will! “They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength!” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Columbia Seminary Graduates 


Receive Degrees, Awards 


The graduating exercises of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary were conducted June 2 in the Oak- 
hurst Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Ga., with 
Mr. W. B. Stubbs, executive secretary of the John 
Bulow Campbell Foundation, delivering the Com- 
mencement address. 


Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of the Central 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, represented the 
board of directors of the seminary in awarding 
diplomas and degrees. 


Certificates of graduation were awarded the fol- 
lowing men: Robert Gabriel Balnicky, Elizabeth, 
N. J., Ennis Lamar Beck, Milledgeville, Ga., 
Marvin Franklin Bryant, Stockton. Ala., Clarence 
Phillip Buss, Naval Base, S. C., Hugh Pinckney 
Pollard, Monroe, N. C., Olin Adolphus Radford, 
Fitzgerald, Ga., and Harry Theodore Schutte, At- 
lanta, Ga. 


Those receiving the degree of Bachelor of Divin- 
ity were: James Thomas Anderton, Birmingham, 
Ala., Wayne Richard Aughinbaugh, Tampa, Fla., 
Tyler Calhoun Bailey, Clarkesville, Tenn., Peter 
Aitken Blair, Birmingham, Ala., Harold Borchert, 
Holland, Mich., Virgin Leon Bryant, Jr., Mont- 
gomery, Ala., Leonard Hope Bullock, Greensboro, 
N. C., John Albert Cannon, Decatur, Ga., Ernest 
Gilmer Clary, Jr., LaGrange, Ga., Walter Miller 
Crowe, Talladega, Ala., Glenn Howard Fishbeck, 
Miami, Fla., Cook Waldran Freeman, Athens, Ga., 
William Edward Hammond, Atlanta, Ga., William 
Edgar Hotchkiss, Tampa, Fla., William Thorpe 
Iverson, South Miami, Fla., Sheldon Fred Koesy, 
Miami, Fla., Thomas Dwight Linton, Decatur, 
Ga. M,atthew McGowan, Greenville, N. C., Or- 
ville Gatenby Mann, Columbus, Ohio, James Alvin 
Mitchell, West Memphis, Ark., John Coffee Ne- 
ville, III, Horse Shoe, N. C., John Morgan Rea- 
gan, Jr., Hartford, Ala., William Clinton Rhodes, 
Jr., Chamblee, Ga., Paul Evans Rowland, Moul- 
trie, Ga., Henry Samuel Schum, Guerrant, Ky., 
Franklin Plumer Smith, Valley Center, Va., Rob- 
ert Lee Smith, Jr., Fordyce, Ark., James Gordon 
Stuart, Meridian, Miss., Robert Lyons Trett, 
Chamblee, Ga., John Edwin Wayland, Jr., Hunt- 
ersville, N. C. 


The degree Bachelor of Divinity Cum Laude 
was awarded to the following men: Frank Oliver 
Brown, Lauderdale, Miss., Benson Cain, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., William Alexander Crosland, Jr., 
Atlanta, Ga., Sterling Jackson Edwards, Jr., 
Tampa, Fla., Charles Overton Ferguson, Sharon, 
S. C., Edward Lewis Hopper, Meridian, Miss., 
William Russell Hoyt, III, Pulaski, Va., Robert 
Lawrence, Montgomery, Ala., Robert Donnell Mc- 
Call, Shawnee, Okla., James Brown Reaves, 
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Gainesville, Fla., Jack Brown Scott, Greensboro, 
N. C., Joseph Christian Wagner, Cleveland, Tenn., 
and Samuel Thomas Young, Newdale, N. C. 


Three members of the graduating class received 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity with the distinc- 
tion Magna Cum Laude, these being: William 
Clarence Brownson, Jr., Tarrytown, N. Y., Miles 
Douglas Harper, Jr., Hattiesburg, Miss., and Rich- 
ard Giles Laurens, Atlanta, Ga. Rev. Francis Sid- 
ney Anderson of Porterdale, Ga. and Rev. Edward 
Armstrong Jussely, Decatur, Ga. received the de- 
gree of Master of Theology. 


The Wilds Book prize, which is awarded each 
vear to the student with the highest academic aver- 
age was awarded to Mr. Miles Douglas Harper, 
Jr., of Hattiesburg, Miss. Graduate Fellowships 
which are given in recognition of superior scholastic 
attainments and of promise for future usefulness 
were awarded to Mr. William C. Brownson, Jr., 
Mr. Miles Douglas Harper, Jr., Mr. Richard Giles 
Laurens, Mr. William R. Hoyt, III, Mr. Robert 


Lawrence, and Mr. Samuel Thomas Young. 


The James R. Howerton award for the best paper 
in Church Polity was won by Mr. Robert Donnell 
McCall of Shawnee, Okla., and the R. A. Dunn 
award for the best paper written by a Middler on 
the Deity of Christ went to Mr. Harry Samuel 
Topham of Covington, Va. The Indiantown 
Church award which is made each year to the stu- 
dent of the seminary who between his middle and 
senior years does the most outstanding piece of work 
in a rural church was won by Mr. Peter Aitken 
Blair of Birmingham, Ala. 





Ovens Student Center To Be 
Completed At Davidson 


Davipson, N. C.—President John R. Cunning- 
ham reported to the board of trustees recently that 
the new David Ovens Student Union is expected 
to be completed by the middle of October. 


Dr. Cunningham told the trustees that the Union, 
which will feature a cafeteria, large ballroom, 
lounge and game rooms, and various offices, should 
be ready for use by Homecoming. 


The Davidson president also reported to the rul- 
ing body that complete agreement has been reached 
by a joint committee of college and community per- 
sonnel on the uses and financing of the new church 
building which will be dedicated Sunday. 


The report announced the retirement of Profes- 
sor Fred L. Blythe of the Spanish department, who 
has served on the faculty of the college since 1923. 
The retirement of Miss Julia Pasmore, who has 
served as circulation librarian of the library since 
1929, was also announced. 
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43,597 40,443 44,420 40,560 38,448 
638,652 653,594 675,489 702,155 718,761 
15,770 12,334 14,703 16,710 12,124 
15,381 11,916 14,736 16,904 13,995 
470,271 491,552 522,112 548,847 563,328 
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from the reports of the Boards. The figures represent gifts from living donors only. 
*Contribution of $116,040, Birthday Gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 
tContribution of $ 26, 000, Birthday Gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 
*Contribution of $155,530, Birthday Gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 
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A gift of $10,000 to the college from Mrs. Lola 
Johnston of Asheville and her daughter, Mrs. Fred 
J. Hay of Dillon, S. C., was also reported by Presi- 
dent Cunningham. The gift will be used for the 
establishment of the J. Edward Johnston Scholar- 
ship. 





Parker, James, Wharton 
Made PJC Professors 


Three members of the faculty of Presbyterian 
Junior College were inaugurated as full professors 
at the college graduating exercises May 30; Wil- 
liam A. Parker, Floyd E. James, and Robert L. 
Wharton. 


Professor Parker was born in Korea, where his 
father, the Rev. J. Kenton Parker, was a missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church. His father returned 
to this country and took a pastorate and the young 
Parker was educated in the public schools in Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina before attending David- 
son College, where he received the A. B. degree in 


1934, 


He has taught at Davidson College, Duke Uni- 
versity, Virginia Military Institute, North Caro- 
lina State College, and Presbyterian Junior College 
in the field of Physics. 


He first served Presbyterian Junior College in 
the year 1946-47 and went to teach at State College 
while completing his work for the Master’s degree 


at Duke. 


He returned to Presbyterian Junior College in 
1950 and was made head of the Physics Depart- 
ment, which has developed under his leadership with 
outstanding improvement in the laboratory during 
the past year. 


Professor Parker is a member of the American 
Association of Physics Teachers and the Southeast- 
ern Section of American Physical Society. 





Healy Delivers Baccalaureate 
At Presbyterian Junior College 


Dr. Walker B. Healy, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Fayetteville, N. C., preached 
the baccalaureate sermon for the graduating class 
of Presbyterian Junior College in the college chapel 
using as his text John 2:5 “Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it.”’ In finding God’s will for our lives, 
he urged study of the Scriptures, prayer, and con- 
sideration of the needs of mankind. The invocation 
was by the Rev. Ralph Epps, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church, Maxton, and the Scripture les- 
son was by Dr. Robert L. Wharton, college chap- 
lain. Dr. Louis LaMotte, president of the college, 
introduced the speaker. The choir was directed by 


Professor John H. Crabtree, Jr. 
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$300,000 Fund To Be 
Set Up At PJC 

Presbyterian Junior College seeks to raise a 
$300,000 “Firm Foundation Fund” during 1952, it 
was announced by Edwin Pate, Laurinburg, chair- 


man of the board of trustees at the annual com- 
mencement exercises May 30. 


Stating that this sum was to strengthen Presby- 
terian Junior College’s endowment, Pate further 
announced that $125,000 had already been pledged 
toward the goal. Included were a pledge of $50,000 
from the Women of the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina to endow the department of biblical 
instruction, and a total of $75,000 from individuals 
in pledges payable when matched, dollar for dollar, 
by gifts from others. 


The campaign has been approved by the Synod of 
North Carolina, and will be conducted throughout 
the various presbyteries during the fall of 1952. 





Reports Made To Columbia 
Trustees In Annual Meet 


The board of directors of Columbia Theological 
Seminary met in annual session on the campus of 
the Decatur, Ga. institution May 6, and heard a 
highly encouraging report concerning the work of 
the school during the past year. 


A total of 226 students have been enrolled dur- 
ing the year, and 58 men were expected to receive 
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their diplomas at graduation exercises May 26. The 
President’s report indicated that the spiritual life 
of the campus had remained at a high level through- 
out the year, and that a commendable interest had 
been manifested in missions and in evangelism. 
Forty-six new students had been accepted for ma- 
triculation next September before the date of the 
board meeting and an entering class of more than 
50 is expected. 


Announcement was made of the fact that during 
the year the seminary received a bequest of $67,- 
859.51 from the estate of the late Rev. Thomas 
M. Barbee of Mexico, Mo., to assist in educating 
men for the work of the ministry in rural churches. 
In accordance with the terms of this will, the cor- 
pus of the estate is to be held intact for twenty-five 
years and only the income used to assist ministerial 
students who are willing to work among and in 
country churches for a period of five years, and to 
assist pastors who are working in country churches. 
Churches located in towns of less than one thousand 
inhabitants are to be considered as country churches. 
At the end of the twenty-five years, Columbia Sem- 
inary is authorized to spend any part of the corpus 
of the estate, as well as the income therefrom, for 
any evangelical purposes. An interesting circum- 
stance connected with this bequest is found in the 
fact that Dr. Barbee was not an alumnus of Colum- 
bia Seminary and that no one connected with the 
seminary knew anything of his intention in the mat- 
ter until notice of the bequest was forwarded to the 
seminary by the executor of his estate. 


For the nineteenth consecutive year the seminary 
operated during the fiscal year just closed without 
a deficit. The new auditors’ report shows that dur- 
ing the year the total invested funds of the seminary 
and the value of its physical property both passed 
the million dollar mark for the first time. The total 
of the institution’s invested funds amounted to 
$1,104,282.76 and the value of its buildings and 
property as of March 31, 1952, was estimated at 
$1,053,010.84, bringing the total assets of the 
seminary at that date to $2,324,566.18. Support of 
the seminary through benevolent budgets of the 
synods increased last year to an amount slightly 
above $50,000. 


The board was greatly encouraged at the many 
encouraging developments in connection with the 
life of the seminary, but noted a need for increases 
in faculty salaries and for the addition of new mem- 
bers to the faculty. It is hoped that support by the 
churches will make these forward steps possible in 
the early future. 


Dr. S. A. Cartledge, Professor of Language and 
Literature was elected by the board to the additional 
position of Dean of Graduate Studies in the sem- 
inary and will enter upon his new duties at once. 





Moving? 
For uninterrupted mail service send your new 
address promptly. 
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WANTED: Consecrated young woman 
for office secretary, or combination 
office secretary and director of music. 
Consecrated young man interested in 
athletics and recreation to direct pro- 
gram of Christian recreation full-time 
in a large church recreation hall. 











Joseph E. Strange 


Whereas, on the twenty-eighth day of March, 
1952, it pleased our Heavenly Father to call unto 
Himself our friend and fellow-worker, Joseph E. 
Strange; and 


Whereas, the Session, the Board of Deacons and 
fellow members of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, Miss., feel deeply the loss of his pres- 
ence as a faithful elder, humble Christian and sin- 
cere friend; and 


Whereas, we, the officers and members of the 
First Presbyterian Church, feel that we could emu- 
late his Christian character and virtues which at- 
tended his daily life; therefore be it resolved; 


That this congregation is grateful for his life 
among us, for his loyalty to the Church, for his de- 
votion to his Saviour, for his sincere love for man- 


kind; 


That the congregation of this Church express its 
sympathy to his family in their great loss and that a 
copy of this resolution be spread upon the records of 
the Session, that copies be sent to the members of 
his family, and a copy be sent to the church papers 
for publication. 


Adopted the 14th day of May, 1952, by the 
officers of the First Presbyterian Church, Green- 
ville, Miss. 

T. Russell Nunan, Moderator, 
Henry W. Starling, Clerk, 
W. D. Bacon, Chairman, 
Board of Deacons, 
Mrs. Emmett Smythe, President, 
Women of the Church. 





COMPLETE REPORTS OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 
SUBSEQUENT ISSUES OF 


THE JOURNAL 
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